[image: image1.png]



FRANCISCAN SPIRIT AWARDS 2008

Emergency Aid Program

Shortly after retiring from her career as a teacher, 
Sherry Stevenson, SFO, began volunteering as our Monday morning receptionist here at the Franciscan Connection.  In addition to welcoming clients and handling phone calls, she also serves on the Stone-by-Stone Project Board and Friend-Raising Committee, helping to plan our  annual Back-to-School Drive, our recent Trivia Night and other special events for the local Franciscan family.  Sherry is a member of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Oakville.

Steve Vogel is also a member of the Secular Franciscans.  He has been a long-time benefactor and supporter of our utility assistance program.  In addition, Steve has used his skills in sheet metal work to install rain gutters on the homes of families in need.  Steve is a member of the local St. Anthony of Padua Fraternity.
Home Repair Program
When Paul Lohmuller first contacted us last summer, 
he probably didn’t anticipate all the ways his skills as an experienced carpenter would come in handy here at the Franciscan Connection.  Over the past year, he has built multiple porches, shored up collapsing floors, trimmed out doors and windows, and so much more.  He has even gotten two of his sons involved.  Paul also serves as an advisor on our Contractors Committee.
The E-Team is a group of retirees from Procter & Gamble and Lever Brothers who got together to help with electrical projects at Habitat for Humanity.  Master electrician, Tom Zimmerman and his cohorts – Gil Ballman , Joe Bertels, James Burnett, John Millham, and Frank Weiler – have helped our families with a variety of critical repairs, from troubleshooting faulty receptacles to  installing a whole new service entrance and circuit breaker panel.  They have literally saved families from burning down their own buildings while creating safer, brighter places to live.
Board & Committees
We first met John Behl during the Habitat for Humanity Blitz Build in 2001.  Since that time, he has served as a member of the Stone-by-Stone Project Board and our new Contractors Committee.  In addition, he has “adopted” several repair projects for us, including a back porch and a bathroom/kitchen renovation.  John has enjoyed this time to rekindle his own Franciscan roots and serve once again along side the friars of the Sacred Heart Province.
Joetta Kern, SFO, was a founding member and chair of the Stone-by-Stone Project Board.  In addition, she has helped with data entry, client service evaluations, and bulk mailings.  She currently serves as a member of the Friend-Raising Committee, planning special events like the Franciscan Day of Celebration and our recent Trivia Night.  Joetta is a member of St. Anthony Parish and of the Secular Franciscans’ St. Elizabeth of Hungary Fraternity.
Similarly, Fr. Nathan McNally, OFM first got involved at the Franciscan Connection back in 2000 as a founding member of the Stone-by-Stone Project Board.  He has always been there behind-the-scenes, pitching in with last minute errands, shopping for supplies, or preparing lunch for our board meetings or Saturday morning volunteer groups.  Fr. Nathan is a chaplain at St. Anthony Medical Center.
Ben Schaper is the residential electric instructor at Vatterott College.  As Brother Donald’s long-time mentor, he has maintained an interest in the Franciscan Connection’s new home repair ministry and has served on the Stone-by-Stone Project Board for over seven years.  
His advice and perspective as a grandparent raising grandkids has been invaluable in creating a caring, community-building model of a program.
Community Support
Jim Enright and his crew at Complete Comfort Heating & Cooling has come to bat several times for the families of south St. Louis, repairing faulty thermocouples, donating a high efficiency furnace, fixing leaky gas pipes, and most recently, installing a central air unit for homebound senior.  In addition, this past Christmas, Jim, a U.S. veteran himself, “adopted” one of our families whose father is overseas serving in Iraq.  
Merb’s Candies has been a landmark of south St. Louis since 1926.  They have always expressed concern for their south city neighbors.  Each year at Christmas, Teri Bearden and her candy-making elves turn their attention to “adopting” one of our neediest families for the holidays.  
In addition, Merb’s Candies has been a faithful supporter of our Trivia Night fundraising event, donating jelly beans for our “Mystery Match” or a chocolate fountain for our Silent Auction.  Worker Pat Penrose and her husband have even served as two of our judges for the evening.
St. Anthony Medical Center was started by a group of Franciscan Sisters around 1900 to serve the German immigrants of south St. Louis.  Though the hospital has moved out to South County, CEO Tom Rockers and the Mission Alive Team have maintained their commitment to our neighborhood.  Each year, the medical staff and department employees conduct a Back-to-School Drive to collect paper, pencils, pens, notebooks and other goodies for disadvantaged kids.  Groups of volunteers have even come out to restore a fire-damaged kitchen or to paint bedrooms for families in need during our Spirit of 
St. Anthony Service Days.
St. Francis Fraternity meets regularly at St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Oakville.  Over the years, the group has sponsored multiple drives for the Franciscan Connection, collecting everything from backpacks to cleaning supplies.  Individuals from the SFO group often carpool over to our office to help with our summer and winter newsletter bulkmailings.  This spring, the fraternity cooked a special lasagna dinner for a group of our students from Padua Franciscan High School, here in town for a spring break service project.  
Families in crisis have long turned to the St. Vincent DePaul Conference at St. Anthony of Padua Parish.  Every Wednesday night, the members interview and help dozens of folks here through emergency situations.  
The conference has, in turn, supported the Franciscan Connection and its efforts to assist neighborhood families with high utility bills.  It’s a great team effort on behalf of our brothers and sisters most in need.
