January 2009

Question:  What is the most enjoyable,  mid-winter friend-raiser in South St. Louis?

Answer:  Franciscan Connection’s         “Trivia Night & Silent Auction” – of course!
Over 235 friends and 16 volunteers packed into the cozy parish hall at St. Anthony of Padua Church for our 3rd Annual celebration.  It was quite literally, “rubbing elbows” with long-time benefactors, dedicated board members, faithful volunteers, Quincy University alumni, and dozens of new acquaintances.  Together, with your help,   we raised over $6000 to aid in our ministries among the poor.
The tables, decorated with festive colors, were soon lost beneath a banquet of tasty snacks and frolicking conversations as 30 teams of players tackled this year’s trove of tantalizing teasers.  From “Presidential Inaugurations” to “Around the Town,” there were little tidbits for everyone.  One round included foreign phrases from across the world; another included logos of St. Louis sights and attractions.  Our “mystery” round this year was a real hit – “The Nose Knows.”  It included ten little bags of spices.  Players had to sniff their way to success as they tried to identify each one.  A fun time was had by all!

Of course, the other highlight for the evening was our big auction.  This year’s tables were arrayed with bird feeders, artwork, quilts, children’s books, orthopedic pillows, goldware, tasty chocolates, and more.  A beautiful statue of St. Francis with a built-in water fountain was a special treat.  We also created little Valentine goodie bags with each of the gift certificates donated by local restaurants, entertainment venues, and other treasured services.  What a blessing!  Each gift enabled us to raise critical funds to help our families in need of energy assistance this winter.
Thanks so much for being a part of our efforts this year.  May God bless you for your kindness, generosity, thoughtfulness and prayers.

Together, we are bringing the concerns of our neediest families into the public awareness.  Each year, more and more friends have reached inside themselves to donate their treasures, time and talents to make our ministry successful.  Thank you for investing in our efforts.  You help us create a deeper sense of community right here in this neighborhood. 
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Sincerely,

Brother Doug, Brother Donald, 
Justin, Michael & all our

   2009 Friend-Raising 
Committee

