The Adams’ House – Spring 2008

It’s been our biggest project ever.  25 days!  
Our staff, 57 dedicated volunteers, and the family members themselves logged in over 1107 hours of labor.  But with your support, we got it done!

It all started back in December, just before Christmas, when Charmaine and Robert called us about water leaking into their new circuit breaker panel.  During that first home visit, we noticed an array of emergency issues.  The entire bathroom floor had collapsed into the basement.  Water leaking in from the old roof had caused years of damage to the walls and ceilings.  The family had no furnace and was using electric space heaters to keep warm.  Overloaded extension cords were literally melting together.  It was a fire waiting to happen!

With the help of our E-Team, we immediately got started pulling out the old knob-and-tube wiring and running new circuits up to the first floor bedrooms and living areas.  Carpenter Paul Lohmuller helped us jack up the sagging floor joists and replace the missing structure.  We then supplied the family with some of our heavy duty extension cords to tied them through the holidays.

Then in February, we launched our major renovations.  With the help of college students on spring break, we began demolishing the damaged walls and ceilings.  It was a long, dusty, dirty process, often done by flashlight and lamplight since there was no electric in many parts of the home.  Once the walls were opened up, the E-Team could return to run another set of circuits and receptacles.  Hooray, we had light!
Week after week, students groups plugged away – sweeping, scrubbing, patching and priming.  A little here, a little there.  Progress was slow but steady.  Room after room, the transformation began to take place.  The freshly painted walls and newly insulated ceiling made the entire home look and feel warmer – an added bonus since this winter just seemed so much longer.  Special thanks to Rose-Hulman Institute, Indiana State University and Inter-Varsity for supplying all the hard work and loving service.  We couldn’t have done it without you! 

Rehabbing the kitchen was the most challenging but most appreciated.  Charmaine had been washing dishes in the bathtub and cooking dinners in a microwave for over a year.  After restoring the walls and ceiling, we laid in a new tile floor.  
Then we replaced the rusted metal cabinets with some units recycled from the home of one of our benefactors.  Mike Kovac, a Secular Franciscan and retired plumber, came over to do the drain and supply line connections.  Hooray, we had a sink!
In April, we came back again to do the final touches.  With the help of Quincy University alumni and friends, we painted up a storm.  Jonquil and white in the kitchen, lime granita for the girls’ bedroom, and softer tan for the boy’s bedroom.  
A brand new set of bunkbeds, new curtains and new bedding really brightened the kids’ rooms up.  Volunteers even planted flowers and a blooming dogwood in the front yard.  The kids were all delighted to pitch in.  When we finally let the family in to see what was done inside, Robert gently sighed, “Now, we got a home.”

Our encore was to bring the E-Team in one final time to run a new 220-volt line up to the kitchen.  Bro. Benignus built a custom cabinet to house an electric oven unit that the family had had in a corner for months.  Paul and Wally installed the stove top.  Then Karen and Marty trimmed out the floors with new baseboards and molding.  Nice little touches to bring the project to a close.  Hooray, we have a stove!

At times, it seemed overwhelming.  Where to begin?  How would we ever get it all done???  
But with your support, your time, your donations – it all came to be.  Our inspiration:  a pregnant mom fighting depression, four kids needing a place to sleep, and a taxi driver dad just trying to keep a roof over all their heads.  
To all who made this project possible, our sincere appreciation and gratitude.  You are a blessing!

Sincerely,

Bro. Donald & Crew

