To the students & teachers at Padua Franciscan HS,  the alumni from Quincy University, y otros AMIGOS --

Here’s an update on how things have been going for the Olmos Family.

You all remember the story:

Rafael is from Mexico.  His wife Patricia is from Argentina.  They have two children, Abi, age 8, and Anahí, 8 months.  They just bought their home about four years ago. About a year ago, the main sewer line broke and flooded the basement. Patricia was pregnant at the time, and her husband was working out of state.  She did not want to get sick in the home, so she moved temporarily down the street to her mother's apartment.  While they were out of the house, people broke into the building and ripped the copper pipes right out of the walls leaving them with no working plumbing.  Gang members kicked in the doors, broke many of the windows, and sprayed graffiti all over the interior walls.  Their claims to the insurance company were denied.  So, for the last year, they have doubled up with their in-laws trying their best to protect the property from repeated break-ins and vandalism.

Then you all started pitching in:

A round of thanks to all the students and teachers from Padua Franciscan High School who gave up their spring vacation to journey all the way here from Cleveland, Ohio.  During that week, they built a 50 foot fence along the backyard, as well as side fences and gates out in front of the house, to help us secure the property.  It was lots of digging, through some pretty rocky soil, but the kids pushed through and got ‘er done.  They even did some major cleaning inside and cleared out the basement.  No easy task!
Next, local alumni from Quincy University joined in.  They tackled the other apartment, painting over all the graffiti, patching walls, replacing broken windows and cleaning out that basement, as well.
During the following weeks, our weekday crew tackled other odds and ends to get at least one of the apartments up and running.  Wally installed new locks on all the doors; Marty repaired more broken windows; Bro. Benignus replaced the frozen water pipes, and Bro. Donald rewired the electrical panels.  The utilities were all reconnected, and Patricia and her family were finally able to move back in.
This summer, a retired plumber will be helping us replace all the missing or damaged pipes in the family’s own apartment.  A local city agency is going to help them repair the broken sewer line.  Our hope is to have the building back in order by early autumn.  

It’s been a long journey for Rafael, Patricia and their young family.  So much damage was done in such a short time.  But they remain hopeful.  Again and again, they expressed their deep appreciation for all the volunteers who pitched in to help them.

Your hard work has been a true blessing!

For sharing your Franciscan spirit and being a part of our ministry, we all say, “GRACIAS!”  

Bro. Donald & crew
